
HORSE COUNCIL BC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Monday, June 17, 2024 at 7:00 PM PST 

Via Zoom Meeting 

_______________________________________________________ 
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AGENDA 

6:40 PM Zoom Room Opens for Technical Support 

7:00 PM Meeting Begins 

1. Call meeting to order

a) Vice - Chair’s Welcome

b) Land Acknowledgement

c) Announcement of quorum

d) Acceptance of agenda

Suggested Motion: Move that the agenda be accepted as presented.

e) Approval of Annual General Meeting Minutes of November 5, 2023

Suggested Motion: Move that the Meeting Minutes of November 5, 2023, be

approved as presented.

2. Treasurer's Update

a) Report on 2023 Audited Financial Statements, Derek Christo, Auditor

1. Questions to the Audited Financial Statements

Suggested motion: Move that 2023 Audited Financial Statements be accepted. 

b) Appointment of Auditor d’Abadie Moody

Suggested motion: Move that d’Abadie Moody be appointed Auditor for 2025.

3. Election of Directors

a) Nominations Process – Lynda Atkinson, Nominations Committee Chair
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b) Drew Harkness 

Suggested motion: Move that Drew Harkness be appointed for a 3-year term to 
the Board of Directors. 
 
c) Nora McCallum 

Suggested motion: Move that Nora McCallum be appointed for a 3-year term to 
the Board of Directors. 
 
d) Wanda Gust 

Suggested motion: Move that Wanda Gust be appointed for a 3-year term to the 
Board of Directors. 
 
e) Yvonne Darcel 

Suggested motion: Move that Yvonne Darcel be appointed for a 3-year term to the 
Board of Directors. 
 

4. Questions from members 

5. Date and time next meeting Spring 2025 (TBC) 

6. Adjournment 

7. Presentation – Province of British Columbia Chief Veterinarian, Theresa Burns, DVM 
MSc. PhD. The Role of the Chief Veterinarian Office and the protocol for disease 
notification management. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

June 17, 2024 

MEETING STANDING RULES 

The following Rules of Order are designed to facilitate progress at the Horse Council BC Annual 
General Meeting to ensure orderly debate, courtesy, fairness and equality for all. The meeting 
will be conducted in accordance with The BC Societies Act, the constitution and by-laws of 
HCBC and Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised – 11th edition. 

1. All speakers will practice fairness and courtesy at all times. The Annual General Meeting 
is for the purpose of transacting the agenda at hand and related resolutions. Unrelated 
topics or issues of a personal nature will not be debated or considered.  

2. Only one item, the immediately pending motion and/or the matter under discussion, 
will be considered at a time. 

3. Members who wish to speak will raise their hand either in-person or through the 
electronic icon, or type it into the Chat box, or otherwise gain the attention of the chair 
or moderator, wait to be recognized by the chair, and begin by stating their name.  

4. Speakers shall respect the need for the meeting to run on time and limit their remarks 
to 2 minutes or less.  

5. Each speaker may speak once to each resolution; no Member may speak a second time, 
which includes asking a follow-up question, unless and until all those who desire to 
speak a first time have had the opportunity to do so. 

6. A voting Member has the right to move the previous question (to ask the assembly to 
close debate) and proceed to vote on the pending motion(s). This motion must be 
seconded and is not amendable or open to debate. It requires a 2/3 vote to adopt. 



 

 

Horse Council BC AGM Meeting, 5th November 2023  

 

 

Present In Person:  

Carolyn Farris                                                                      Sandy Underwood 

Joan Chess-Woollacott                                                      Wendy Sewell                                 

Tina Knott                                                                             Dawna Hodgins  

Yvonne Darcel                                                                      Wanda Gust  

Nora McCallum                                                                    Craig Cherrett  

Kelly Coughlin                                                                       Rhiannon King 

Sharon Pickthorne                                                               Lisa Mander  

Present on Zoom: 

Sandra Kolberg                                                                    Drew Harkness  

Stephanie MacKay                                                              Carolyn Dobbs 

Sarah Allison                                                                        Megan Pinfield  

Lynda Atkinson                                                                    Liz Saunders 

Claire Vessey                                                                        Jill Veitch  

Sheila Skene                                                      

Jacqueline Kennedy  

Kersten Taylor  

Maureen Wale  

Alane Lublow joined zoom 11:16am.  

Not in Attendance:  Karen Swantje       

 

1. Call to Order: 11:00am  

1. a. Land Acknowledgement- Lynda Atkinson 

1. b. Role Call 

1. c. Announcement of quorum: achieved.  

2. Consent Agenda 

Motion 1: Move that the consent agenda be accepted.  

Moved: Sharon Pickthorne Seconded: Joan Chess-Woollacott Carried 



 

 

Motion 2: Move that meeting minutes for December 3rd 2022 be approved.  

Moved: Carolyn Farris          Seconded: Sharon Pickthorne          Carried.  

 

3. Treasurer’s Report – Sharon Pickthorne  

Note from Sharon: approval of December financials is in November due to COVID delays.  

Video Presentation from HCBC Auditor Derek Christo.  

b) Questions  

Sheila Skene asked if BC Summer Games was the cause of high expenditures in coaching and competitions.  

It was confirmed that BC Summer Games was a contributing factor to the high expenditures in these areas.  

Sharon Pickthorne commented that the letter recommendations within the audit letter highlight some things that 

have already been done, this includes segregations of duties, manuals are being created, and the payroll piece has 

been done. 

Motion 3: Move that the 2022 audited financial statements be accepted.  

Moved: Sharon Pickthorne Seconded: Yvonne Darcel  Carried 

 

Motion 4: Move that d’Abadie Moody be appointed Auditor for 2024. 

Moved: Carolyn Farris            Seconded: Kersten Taylor              Carried  

 

4. Board of Directors Election   

 

Motion 5: Move that Claire Vessey be appointed for a 3-year term to the Board of Directors.  

Moved: Dawna Hodgins     Seconded: Sheila Skene     Carried  

 

Motion 6: Move that Kelly Kennedy be appointed for a 3-year term to the Board of Directors. 

Moved: Tina Knott        Seconded: Sandra Kolberg     Carried 

 

Motion 7: Move that Kersten Taylor be appointed for a 3-year term to the Board of Directors. 

Moved: Carolyn Farris         Seconded: Joan Chess-Woollacott      Carried  

 

Motion 8: Move that Sharon Pickthorne be appointed for a 3-year term to the Board of Directors. 

Moved: Tina Knott             Seconded: Kersten Taylor              Carried 



 

 

 

Motion 9: Move that Karen Swantje be appointed for a term until the 2024 AGM to the Board of Directors. 

Moved: Joan Chess-Woollacott              Seconded: Sandra Kolberg Carried 

 

Motion 10: Move that Nora McCallum be appointed for a term until the 2024 AGM to the Board of Directors. 

Moved: Yvonne Darcel             Seconded: Carolyn Farris                 Carried 

 

Motion 11: Move that Wanda Gust be appointed for a term until the 2024 AGM to the Board of Directors. 

Moved: Joan Chess-Woollacott             Seconded: Nora McCallum                Carried 

 

Motion 12: Move that Yvonne Darcel be appointed for a term until the 2024 AGM to the Board of Directors. 

Moved: Sharon Pickthorne             Seconded: Dawna Hodgins               Carried 

 

5. Questions from members 

A question was asked about when the next AGM will be.  

It was confirmed to be late May/early June.  

Liz Saunders asked if we could have biographies provided on the newly appointed board members.  

It was noted that this is something that can be provided to the membership in future.  

 

6. Adjournment 

Motion 13: Moved to adjourn Liz Saunders (no seconder required)  

Meeting ended at 11:28am.  









































Board of Director Applicant Biographies 

 

Drew Harkness 

Ever since I can remember, horses have been by my side. From the early days of perfecting my posting 

diagonals on a 12hh Shetland pony to putting in countless hours of training to successfully compete in 

the 1.30m jumper divisions, horses have been an integral part of my journey and will continue to be for 

the rest of my life.  

After graduation, my eagerness to further my academic goals led me to obtain a bachelor’s degree in 

communications from Simon Fraser University, completing my studies in 2019. This academic pursuit not 

only equipped me with valuable communication skills but also sparked a passion for graphic design. My 

love for graphic design serves as a creative outlet, allowing me to create a visually captivating touch into 

my professional endeavours. Whether crafting promotional materials, enhancing digital content, or 

contributing to the overall aesthetic of the equestrian events I enthusiastically participate in, I find joy in 

the artistic aspect of this work.  

In 2021, I had the fortunate opportunity to join the team at Thunderbird Show Park as the Brand & 

Guest Relations Manager, allowing me to merge my passions and skill sets with my professional career. 

Interacting with people stands out as a particularly rewarding aspect of my career. Whether forging 

connections with fellow equestrians, collaborating on projects, or engaging with a broader audience, I 

excel at working with others toward a common goal and aim to bring enthusiasm and effort into 

everything I do. My practical experience as a competitor and gained professional skills have provided me 

with valuable insights that I am eager to further utilize.  

Outside the saddle, I enjoy exploring the local trails of Langley, often accompanied by my border collie, 

Spruce. This retreat into nature provides a balance to my other pursuits, allowing me to recharge and 

reconnect with the outdoors. 

 

Nora McCallum 

I began my involvement in the equestrian world when my daughter was 5 years old. We began with 

riding lessons once a week. She became involved in Pony Club which our family supported and 

respected. As she advanced, we saw the great work that is done by Pony Club, Horse Council and 

Equestrian Canada.  

As a (mature) rider and member of Horse Council BC I appreciate the work of the organization to support 

inclusivity for all ages and disciplines. The experience which I have gained over my career and through 

philanthropic interests has given me a skill set which I would like to continue to offer to support and give 

back to organizations which have supported our family. 

 

 

 



Wanda Gust 

I started riding lessons at the age of 7, and from then was hooked. I worked shoveling manure and did 

any other job I could get to pay for riding. I bought my first off-the-track thoroughbred at age 13 and 

trained him to compete at Spruce Meadows by the age of 16, where we won the Rising Star scholarship. 

At 17, I went on to be a working student/rider for Mark Laskin and Trevor Graham for two years.  

I took a year off to travel around Australia and New Zealand and returned to once again be a working 

student/rider for Gary Brewster and Mark Laskin. Was able to ride, train and show some amazing horses 

while traveling all over the west coast of the continent. I decided to go to university to get a degree at 23 

and worked/rode while studying. I was employed with the 2010 Vancouver Olympics and then the 2011 

Rugby World Cup in New Zealand. Both positions were in the Accommodation Department. I returned 

home to Canada and managed an exclusive, remote fishing lodge for two summers. During the winter I 

worked in HR for the two sister-resorts for the upcoming seasons. This included writing and updating all 

policies and procedures and creating a strategic plan for launching the new yacht tour program. In 

addition, I created and delivered a marketing program. In 2013 I co-purchased an equestrian center on 

Vancouver Island and operated it until 2020. I managed a successful lesson and boarding barn, as well as 

a therapeutic riding program until deciding to sell it in 2020. I am currently living and working in the 

lower mainland where I am teaching. 

 

 

Yvonne Darcel 

Yvonne Darcel, CPA-CGA is Senior Group Vice-President, Chief Operating Officer, and Chief Financial 

Officer for Linwood Homes, and is a member of the Board. Yvonne received her Certified General 

Accountants designation in 1985. She is currently on the finance committee of the Horse Council of BC, 

the funding committee of the BC Therapeutic Riding Association and President of a strata of 90 units on 

a 20-acre property.  

Prior to joining Linwood in 1998 she was Chief Financial Officer and a board member for Home Products 

Inc., a company listed on the TSX. She has previously served as President of Ballet British Columbia, 

President of a Vancouver strata, and a member of the board of Hillcrest Community Centre. She recently 

served on both the Nominations Committee and Strategic Planning Committee of the Horse Council of 

BC. 




