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Equine Law

Equine Law covers an array of legal issues relating to horses, 

riders, trainers and owners, equestrian properties and equestrian 

businesses. 

Discussion Topics:

•Purchase and Sale of Horses / Remedies

•Co-ownership / Lease Agreements 

•Horse Boarding Agreements 

•Rights of Stable Keepers

•Releases & Waivers



Agreement of 

Purchase and Sale









Pre-Vet Exam

Is it necessary?



Misrepresentations



Misrepresentation

Types:

1. Innocent

2. Negligent

3. Fraudulent 

A misrepresentation is a misstatement of a fact which is material 

or important to the making or inducement of a Contract



Coates v Stephens (1838) 2 Mood. & R. 157, 174 E.R. 247

Parke B., said:  

The rule as to unsoundness is, that if at the time of the sale 
the horse has any disease, which actually does diminish 
the natural usefulness of the animal, so as to make him 
less capable of work of any description; or which in its 
ordinary progress will diminish the natural usefulness of the 
animal; or if the horse has, either from disease or accident 
undergone any alteration of structure, that either does at 
the time, or in its ordinary effects will, diminish the natural 
usefulness of the horse, such a horse is unsound.

Lavis v. Mels [1982] O.J. No. 393 



Gloves on the Ground

Supreme Court Forms
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/

168_2009_04

Small Claims Court ($25,000)
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/

168_2009_04

2. Commencing a Court Action

1. Can the Seller and Purchaser mediate an agreement outside of 

the Court?

3. Relief

http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/168_2009_04
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/168_2009_04
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/168_2009_04
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/168_2009_04
http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/168_2009_04


Horse Lease Agreement





Co-Ownership/Lease 

Agreement

Terms of an Agreement

Identify the Parties

Identify the Horse

Identify Purpose and Goals

Term

Stabling/ Feed Arrangements 

Limitations of Horse Use

Routine & Extraordinary Vet Expenses



Trainer 

Transportation

Risk of Loss & Insurance

Assignment or Transfer

Jurisdiction

Dispute Resolution and Remedies on Breach

Terms of an Agreement (continued)



Specific to Leasing

Default

Option to Renew

Lessor’s Rights

Specific to Co-ownership

Ownership Shares/ Registration

Covenant Not to Encumber

Division of Proceeds 

Shotgun Clause 

Terms of an Agreement (continued)



Boarding Agreements



Emergency Care

If medical treatment is needed, the Stable will attempt to contact 

the Owner, but in the event the Owner is not reached, the Stable 

has the authority to secure emergency veterinary and /or 

blacksmith care. The Owner is responsible to pay all costs 

relating to this care. The Stable is authorized as the Owner’s 

agent to arrange billing to the Owner.

Essential Terms 



Essential Terms 

Right of Lien

The Stable has the right of lien as set forth in the law of the Province 

of Nova Scotia for the amount due for board and additional agreed 

upon services and shall have the right, without process of law, to 

retain said horse(s) until the indebtedness is satisfactorily paid in full

Health

The Owner warrants that the horse(s) shall be free from infectious, 

contagious or transmissible disease at the time the horse is first 

boarded. The Owner shall immediately advise the Stable in person if 

the Owner is advised, or has reason to believe, the horse(s) is 

infectious, contagious, or has a transmissible disease at any time 

during the period of this agreement.



Liability Clause

While the horse is boarded at the Stable, the Stable shall not be 

liable for any sickness, disease, theft, death or injury suffered by the 

horse(s) or any other cause of action arising from or connection to 

the boarding of (these) horse(s). All risks are assumed by the Owner. 

All costs, no matter how catastrophic, connected with boarding are 

borne by the Owner. The Owner agrees to hold the Stable, its 

employees and agents harmless from any claim resulting from 

damage or injury caused by the Owner, the Owner’s horse, or the 

Owner’s licensees or invitees.

Essential Terms 



Liability Clause (continued)

It is recommended by the Stable, that the Owner obtains an insurance 

policy for horse(s) or personal tack. The horse(s) and all tack and 

equipment of the Owner and lodged on the Stable

premises shall be at the sole risk of the Owner, who assumes all 

responsibility for the insuring of the horse(s), tack and equipment 

Owned by him/her, while on the Stable premises. The Owner will be 

held responsible for any damages caused by horse or Owner and will 

be required to pay for damages at the discretion of the Stable.

Indemnity

The owner agrees to carry personal liability insurance coverage on 

said horse(s).

Essential Terms 



Waiver 

You Just Never Know....





Livestock Lien Act

Anyone who feeds and cares for 

livestock for payment, by agreement 

with the livestock owner, has the right 

to claim a debt against the livestock 

owner under the Livestock Lien Act 

(the “Act”). 

The Act gives the feeder a right to look 

to the livestock for payment of the 

costs of their care and feeding. It 

allows the feeder to use the livestock 

as security for the costs of care and 

feed, in accordance with the statute. 



Livestock Lien Act
[RSBC 1996] CHAPTER 272

Definitions

1  In this Act:

"cattle" includes any horse, mule, ass, swine, sheep or goat, or animal of the bovine 

species, by whatever technical or familiar name it is known;

"livestock" means cattle.

Lien on cattle

2  Keepers of livery, boarding or sale stables and persons who feed and care for cattle 

for compensation have a lien on any cattle and any effects left with them by the owner of 

the cattle for the value or price of food, care, attendance or accommodation furnished for 

the cattle.

Cattle or effects of debtor may be detained

3  A keeper of a livery, boarding or sale stables and a person who feeds and cares for 

cattle for compensation may detain in the keeper's custody and possession, before they 

have been removed out of his or her custody and possession, but not afterwards, any 

cattle, vehicle, harness, furnishings or other gear, or personal effects of another person 

who is indebted to him or her for stabling, boarding or caring for the cattle.



Responsibility for detained cattle and effects and power to sell

4  (1) Keepers of livery, boarding or sale stables and persons who feed and care for cattle for 

compensation must keep in their possession and are responsible for any cattle and effects 

detained by them for the full period of the detention, unless they are released sooner.

(2) If the owner does not reclaim and release the cattle and effects within 3 months from the 

start of the period of detention, the person detaining them

(a) may sell them by public auction, and

(b) after retaining payment for stabling, boarding or caring for the cattle 

and the costs of sale, must pay to the owner of the cattle and effects 

any balance of the price.

Disposition of balance of proceeds if owner not found

5  (1) If the owner cannot be found, the balance must be paid to a registrar of the Supreme 

Court within the judicial district in which the sale takes place, to be kept for the owner for one 

year.

(2) If the owner does not appear or claim the amount by the end of the one year period, the 

amount must be paid into the consolidated revenue fund.

Copy of lien, detention and sale provisions to be posted in office and stable

6  It is the duty of keepers of livery, boarding or sale stables to have a copy of sections 

2, 3 and 4 conspicuously posted up in their offices and in at least 2 other conspicuous 

places in their stables.





Questions?


